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Dear Members
I have lots of news and reminders to give you ahead of our March Open Meeting next week so I have put them all into this newsletter which I hope is easier to read and digest rather than a long email.
Kind regards
Sue
Chair
…………………………………………………………………
Next Open Meeting – Monday 16 March
Just a reminder that our March Open Meeting is next Monday, when our speaker will be Alan Biggins, with a talk entitled ‘The Intel Zone’ - Churchill's secret sites in the heart of England.
…………………………………………………………………
‘Meet and Eat’
Wednesday 25 March 2026 at 12 noon at Dunstable College, Kingsway, Dunstable, LU5 4HG
Irene will be taking bookings and menu choices at the Open Meeting next week.
 If you are not due to attend the meeting, please contact Irene with your menu choice to reserve your place.
Irene can be contacted on tele 07757 019996, and at irenek.kirkpatrick@gmail.com
And the following Meet and Eat will be on - 
Wednesday the 29th of April at 12 noon at The Cross Keys, Pulloxhill, MK45 5HB
Please put these dates in your diary
…………………………………………………………………
Coach Trips for 2026 
There are still 8 places left for our coach trip to Lichfield, in Staffordshire on Wednesday 10th June.
 Please let Irene know if you would be interested in this trip by adding your name to the list at the Open Meetings or contact Irene direct (tele 07757 019996, irenek.kirkpatrick@gmail.com ).  
	


[image: Coach Hire]
	

And we have news of a second trip that Irene has organised with Three Star coaches. 

We currently have 20 seats reserved (which can be increased) on the company’s day trip to Margate on Sunday the 9th of August.




Members will be able to pick up the coach either on the village green in Toddington or at the Three Star depot in Luton. The pick-up time will be confirmed in due course

The cost is £29 and you can reserve your place and pay either your deposit of £10 or the full £29 at the Open Meeting next Monday.

And as usual, if you are not due to attend the Open Meeting you can contact Irene direct to reserve your place
…………………………………………………………………
Are you a budding thespian?
We have the opportunity to begin a 'Play Reading' group, where members meet once a month to read plays.
This is an established group in a number of u3as, where members meet together, scripts are handed out, roles allocated and then they read the play. 
 There are many options to choose from via the Library Service - comedies, tragedies, 'who-done-its', 'why-they-done-its': everything except Shakespeare (who has too many characters). So, if you enjoy reading aloud, with a bit of expression, would you be interested in joining the group?
There will be a list at Monday's Open Meeting for you to record your interest. If you are not going to be at the meeting, and are interested in joining, please email me and I will add you to the list.
Date and venue still to be agreed.
…………………………………………………………………
Would you be interested in joining a new History group?
At Committee on yesterday we discussed whether we could re-start our History Group, but this time with the emphasis on more Member input.
There must be a wealth of interesting life stories among our Members that really deserve to be told and heard. Maybe yours is one of them?
There would also be the opportunity to hear from Members who have knowledge on various historical subjects.
It would be up to the group to decide how and when it would meet and the content for each meeting. 
As you are all aware, the u3a ethos is ‘for the members, by the members’, and we think that this type of group would really ‘tick this box’.
Please have a think about this and speak to me after next week’s Open Meeting and we will see if we can get this off the ground
…………………………………………………………………
Christmas dates
Yes, I know, sorry, too soon, but I need to correct a date that I included in the January Newsletter.
Our December Open Meeting / Christmas Party will be on Monday 14 December (and not on Thursday 17 December as previously advised). Please kindly amend your diaries.
And, another date for your diary, the Christmas Meet and Eat will again be at the Cross Keys in Pulloxhill, on Wednesday 9th December
…………………………………………………………………

Additional dates for your 2026 Calendar –
And while you have your diaries and calendars out, please add the following Open Meetings -
Monday 20 April – Open Meeting – Eve Bacon – spices and medieval society
Monday 18 May – AGM – plus Ruby Malhotra, social prescriber, a quiz and cake
Monday 15 June – Damien O’Dell - Chicksands priory 1000 + years of history
Monday 20 July – Richard Stark - A night/day at the opera - a selection of operas and arias with anecdotes, background and props, also a chorus singalong
 *** Monday 17 August – Dave Pinion - The Heroic Age of Antarctica Exploration
Monday 21 September – to be confirmed
Monday 19 October - Peter Barratt - Punch and Judy - it is all about the swozzle 
Monday 16 November - Steve Bacon - Tudor surgery


*** Traditionally we have not held an Open Meeting in August due to the unavailability of the Village Hall but we have added one to this year’s calendar and have booked the Methodist Hall, in Toddington, in which to hold it.
We are presuming that not all of our Members take their holidays in August, although some may have childcare duties, so we hoping that we can encourage a good number of you to come along to this ‘extra’ meeting. 
As you will read above, Cathy has booked a speaker to tell us all about exploration in Antarctica, so hopefully it will be just what we need on a hot, sunny day in August.
…………………………………………………………………
Toddington u3a will be 25 years old in 2027
Yes, it will be our Silver Anniversary next year and the committee have been discussing how and when we should celebrate this.
If you have any suggestions regarding how we should acknowledge this significant event please let us know.
…………………………………………………………………
And finally - please remember - to keep us up to date with any change of address, email or phone number  
you can email Leo, our Membership Secretary – Toddu3a.membership@gmail.com
or advise him at our next Open Meeting.
……………………………………………………………………

Sue Barrow
Chair
Tel 07712 810671
Email – suej.barrow@outlook.com
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